
 
 
 

Phone: 860.418.7001     ●     www.portal.ct.gov/ohs 

Mailing Address: 450 Capitol Avenue, MS#51OHS, PO Box 340308, Hartford, CT 06134 
Physical Address: 450 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 

Via Electronic Mail 

 
March 27, 2023 
 
Christina Mukon DNP NP-C FNP      Karen Caffrey LPC, JD  
Chair of Health Policy for CT APRN Society     Co-Chair of CCA Public Policy and Legislation Committee 
ChristinaMukon@gmail.com      KDCaffrey@gmail.com 
 
Jason Prevelige, MBA, PA-C                   Louis D'Onofrio Jr, DNP, MSN, FNP-C, PCCN 
Jprevelige@yahoo.com       CTAPRN Society Secretary    
         louis.donofriojr@gmail.com 
Jennifer Doran PhD             
President, Connecticut Psychological Assoc.     Susan C. Campion LADC, LMFT 
 Jenniferdoranphd@gmail.com      President of CT Association of Addiction Professionals  
         New Haven, Connecticut 06512 
 Marcy Russo PhD       suzccampio@aol.com 
Connecticut Psychological Association   
Legislative Committee Chair                                 Jaime Rodriguez, LMFT   
DrMLRusso@gmail.com                               Advocacy Chair, CTAMFT  
         Advocacy@ctamft.org 
Cheryl Wilson, LCSW, MBA 

President NASW/CT       Sarah Evans Zalewski, Ph.D., NCC, BC- TMH, ACS, LPC 

2139 Silas Deane Hwy., Ste. 205      CCA President 
Rocky Hill, CT 06067        slzalewski@ccsu.edu 
thecounselinglounge@gmail.com 
 
Jocelyn Novella PhD, LPC, ACS BC-TMH  
Co-Chair of CCA Public Policy and Legislation Committee 
Jnovella@fairfield.edu 
 
 
RE: Response to letter dated March 2, 2023 (BH interdisciplinary group)   
 
Dear Constituents: 
 
Thank you for your recent letter and for the vital care you provide to our state’s residents. 
Governor Lamont has asked that we respond on his behalf. We appreciate your concerns and 
value your feedback about the official statewide Health Information Exchange (HIE), Connie.  
 
Connecticut General Statute § 17b-59e, requires all healthcare providers “to begin the process 
of connecting” to Connie within two years of the HIE being operational, which would be May 3, 
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2023. This deadline was enacted by the legislature, and as such OHS does not have the authority 
to modify it. We have however provided the following guidance:  
 
To begin the process of connecting, providers must electronically submit a Commitment to 
Connect form located on Connie’s website. This form requires basic information about the 
providers’ business organization. No health care data is exchanged at this stage. Data sharing 
occurs after completing a multi-step collaborative process between providers and Connie.   
 
We have posted a FAQ section on our website, which addresses some of the key topics in your 

letter, and further explains the requirements to begin the process of connecting.  This section 

will be updated periodically, as the behavioral health engagement remains active.   Additionally, 

Connie will create and lead working groups, by provider type, to address specific concerns raised 

by various provider groups, and allow further discussions about HIE operations, while addressing 

concerns articulated in your letter. We look forward to your participation in future engagement. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Deidre Gifford, MD, MPH 
Senior Advisor to the Governor for Health and Human Services 
Executive Director, Office of Health Strategy 

 
cc:   Governor Ned Lamont, The Office of Governor Ned Lamont  

             Sumit Sajnani, Health Information Technology Officer, Office of Health Strategy  

             Jenn Searles, Executive Director of Connie 
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