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Last week concluded with a flurry of news as Governor Lamont called the legislature into special
session for this Wednesday 11/12 and Thursday 11/13. The full call of the special session can be
found at Governor Lamont Calls Legislature Into Special Session To Consider Proposals on
Reducing Costs for Working Families, Building More Housing, and Revitalizing Waterbury
Hospital.

The issues the House will take up Wednesday and the Senate on Thursday include: a special
emergency fund to deal with the ongoing federal government shutdown, major housing
legislation, children’s behavioral health legislation from the 2025 regular session, legislation
pertaining to the UConn Health acquisition of hospitals, and codifying a policy put in place by
the Connecticut Supreme Court earlier this year preventing federal agents from making
immigration related arrests within state courthouses without a warrant and a change to the

firefighter cancer relief account.

The Governor also announced Friday, what he had signaled since June, that he would run for a

third term in 2026. Gov. Ned Lamont filed papers Friday to run for third term

The Governor will be the clear frontrunner as Democrats had resounding victories in the recently
concluded municipal elections flipping town councils and first selectman/mayors throughout the
state. See more at CT Election Results — More Than 30 Towns Flip Party Control, Voters
Decide Questions From Liquor In Restaurants To Gender-Neutral Charter Language | CT News

Junkie.

This all played out as the federal shutdown has continued and the impacts increased. There is,
however, a deal now that will likely see the end of the shutdown later this week. The deal that is

being reported would end the shutdown but only guarantees a Senate vote on the healthcare
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subsidies. The vote is unlikely to help in passing the healthcare insurance subsidies the
Democrats impetus for the shutdown. See more at Senate advances plan to end historic
shutdown in bipartisan breakthrough - POLITICO

Each chamber is expected to be in session for only one day with the housing bill likely to be a
center of debate. The Governor’s veto has attracted ongoing debate and required negotiations to
drag on for months. The affordable housing issue is top of mind for many voters so it makes
sense to resolve an issue that has been hotly debated at the legislature for many years. See

Lamont, local leaders announce compromise bill to promote housing

The other issues should not be ignored. An immigration issue on a courthouse policy should
trigger additional debate. And the UConn Health deal will also rely on the legislature’s approval
for new language in a unique strategy to acquire Waterbury Hospital in bankruptcy and

eventually two additional hospitals.

Ongoing funding discussions, responses to HR1 and impacts to Medicaid, the healthcare
subsidies and many other issues advocates have clamored for in a special will need to wait for

the legislature to return in February.

We will keep you posted.
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