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November has been a busy month from municipal elections to the federal shutdown to a special
session here in Connecticut, there has been a lot to digest. In special session, the legislature
passed four pieces of legislation on: (1) housing; (2) a $500 million emergency fund; (3)
enabling joint ventures by UConn Health; and (4) an omnibus bill including pieces on children's

behavioral health and immigration enforcement in courthouses.

As special session played out, the federal government was passing a Continuing Resolution to
open the federal government. The impacts to SNAP, air traffic and elsewhere after a month of
closure made it a challenge. However, the impending expiration of healthcare subsidies was not
dealt with and remains a threat to healthcare as increases are unaffordable for many. Connecticut
will be watching to see if Congress can deal with the increasing costs but the condensed timeline

means many are already dealing with the increasing costs.

The Gubernatorial race in 2026 has also come to life this month. In unsurprising news, Governor
Lamont announced that he will seek a third term in the 2026 elections. He faces a primary from
the left in State Rep. Josh Elliott while also seeing two Republican challengers, former New
Britain Mayor Erin Stewart and Senator Ryan Fazio, that have begun their own campaigns. The
Governor is in a strong position after Democrats trounced Republicans in the 2025 municipal
elections. Based on recent midterm elections, Democrats could further expand their

supermajorities in the House and Senate depending on the economy and other national factors at

play.

Legislators and the Executive Branch will now be gearing up for the short 2026 session which

starts on February 4th. At that time, Governor Lamont will propose midterm budget adjustments
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and the legislature will hold meetings and hearings soon thereafter. This will come at a time
when the Governor will have a new Office of Policy and Management (OPM) Secretary. Jeff
Beckham is being replaced by Josh Wojtuck, a longtime staffer in the Comptroller's office.
Wojtuck will be charged with overseeing the Governor's budget and policy office, which includes
inheriting a robust Rainy Day Fund with a significant projected surplus. He will also face a

changing Medicaid landscape and the need to adjust the hospital tax.

Other issues related to healthcare costs, energy, Medicaid, housing/homelessness, food
insecurity, immigration, tax policies and more are expected to be debated next session. We will

keep you posted in the run up to the 2026 session.
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